
A Culture of Life
“All life has inesti-

mable value, even the 
weakest and most vul-
nerable, the sick, the 
old, the unborn and the 
poor are masterpieces 
of God’s creation, made 
in His own image, des-
tined to live forever, and 
deserving of the utmost 
reverence and respect.” 

—Pope Francis 

C onsider the complete and compre-
hensive meaning of a culture of life. 
Consider what might happen if we, 

as Catholics, retook control of our message, 
and professed loud and clear that we place 
the highest value on all human life – each of 
us made in the “image and likeness of God”? 

Pilgrimage to 
Kindness

A s in past years, 
the American 
Bishops have 

designated this 
month as Respect 
for Life Month. 
They ask that all 
Catholics reflect on 
the sanctity of life 
from conception to 
natural death and 
through prayer and 
action seek a soci-
ety which respects each and every human 
life. I’m reminded of a relevant quote from 
former Vice President Hubert Humphry. He 
said, “The moral test of government is how 
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A Relationship 
That’s Hard to Beat

I reflected in the last 
issue of Our Parish 
Times on the priest-

hood and how proud 
I am that 10 young 
men were ordained 
by Archbishop Wilton 
Gregory to serve the 
Church in Washington. 
It was a proud day for 
the archdiocese when 
those men made this 
commitment knowing 
they were entering a church in some turmoil 
and need of healing.

These new priests have been ordained a 
little over three months now, and most have 
settled into new their assignments at parishes. 

Fr. John Enzler

Continued on page 37

Mercy Awarded Grant from Catholic 
Coalition for Special Education

T he Catholic 
Coalition for 
Special Education 

(CCSE) strives to pro-
vide an appropriate, 
inclusive, high quality 
education for students 
with developmental 
and intellectual dif-
ferences. With the 
CCSE grant, teachers 
at Mercy, particularly 
in the Middle School, 
will receive direct 

Transitional Deacon was 
Prayer Fixture at Germantown 
Abortion Facility 
By Siena and Jenn Do 

D eacon James 
M o r r i s o n , 
who is spend-

ing his pastoral 
year at St. Mary’s 
Parish before being 
ordained to the 
priesthood in June 
2020, has had a 
long role as a sol-
dier in the war 
to end abortion. As a home-schooled high 
schooler, he and his large family joined the 
local church community in coming together 

St. Raphael School Lands National Blue Ribbon
By MJ Zafis-Garcia

Amid a sea of blue confetti and “No. 
1” blue foam fingers – and against a 
backdrop of a giant blue banner pro-

claiming, “We did it!” – St. Raphael School 
in Rockville celebrated its first National Blue 
Ribbon on Sept. 26. The youngest school in 
the Archdiocese of Washington, SRS opened 
in 2006 and earned the prestigious honor the 
first year it was eligible.

Operated by the U.S. Department of 
Education, the Blue Ribbon program honors 
public and private schools that have gradu-
ated at least five classes. Non-public schools 
are recognized as “exemplary high perform-
ing” if student achievement in English and 
math is in the top 15 percent in the country. 
With scores well above the national average 

40 Days for Life Campaign Kicks Off at St. Jane de Chantal
By Carol Ramirez

A huge crowd of over 100 people 
gathered after 5pm Sunday Mass 
on September 22 at St. Jane Frances 

de Chantal Parish to kick-off the 40 Days 
for Life campaign. The campaign started 
on Wednesday, September 25 and ends on 
November 3. Sadly, a late-term abortion 
clinic opened two years ago just a mile 
away from St. Jane Frances de Chantal 
Church in the Wildwood Medical Center on 
Old Georgetown Road.  

Parishioners from St. Jane’s, Holy 
Redeemer, Our Lady of Lourdes, Wildwood 
Baptist Church, Fourth Presbyterian, St. 
Raphael’s, St. Peter’s, St. Patrick’s and 
Holy Cross, as well as members of the 
Knights of Columbus and many others, 
listened to a full program of speakers, and 
conversed with others who are committed Photo by Teresa Blazewic

Women committed to ending abortion joined the 40 Days for Life campaign kick-off at St. Jane 
de Chantal Parish and enthusiastically held up signs for the cause.  Continued on page 30

Deacon James Morrison

Continued on page 27

Our Lady of Mercy receives grant award from Catholic Coalition 
of Special Education.Continued on page 12

Photo by Maryann Kearns

The faculty and staff of St. Raphael School celebrate their first National Blue Ribbon!  
Continued on page 13
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From the Holy Land  
to the Holy Mass
O ur pastor, Fr. Michael Salah, 

took at least seventy Sodalists 
and parishioners on a virtual 

tour of the Holy Land at our first 
meeting of the year on September 
11. Fr. Salah grew up in Jerusalem 
and is highly knowledgeable of the 
geography, history, religious sites 
and politics of the area. Of course, 
he interjected some of his humor 
into the presentation.

Please join us on October 15 
when our Parochial Vicar, Fr. Dan 
Gallaugher, will speak with us 
about the Hidden Beauty of the 
Holy Mass in the Parish Library 
at 7:00 pm. We will set the stage 
for our reflection on the Mass by 
praying the Rosary in honor of the 
mother of the Sacrificial Lamb, 
Jesus Christ.

Photo by MJ Zafis-Garcia / St. Raphael School

Congratulations to the members of the 2019-20 Student Council—(from left) Representatives Douglas Rohrer, 
Andy Dulcey, Declan Healy, and Abby Mendez; Treasurer Ellie Rascher; Secretary Tatum Francois; Vice President 
Brendan Beane; and President Kate Gregory. Joining them are Pastor Mike Salah, Student Council Faculty Adviser 
John Henderson, and Fr. Tom Morrow. 

St. Raphael Shines Bright!
By Tiffany Murphy

S t. Raphael is shining bright 
as the school year is off to 
a wonderful start and full of 

SRS spirit! SRS welcomes and con-
gratulates the newest members of 
the 2019-20 Student Council. The 
Student Council installation took 
place before the entire student body 
at Morning Prayer on Sept. 9.

SRNS and SRS celebrated 
Family Fun Night on Sept. 13. 
Easily called the best back-to-
school party in town, the event 
had face painting, moon bouncing, 
dancing, fellowship, and fun. The 
DJ booth was rocking, and the kin-
dergarten class closed it down at the 
end of the night! That same week-
end, the eighth-graders hosted their 
car wash; it was such a splash! The 
annual fundraiser helps finance the 

class’s graduation-year expenses.
Fr. Michael Salah, Principal Teri 

Dwyer, and the St. Raphael com-
munity are excited for the 11th 
annual Fr. Bill Finch Memorial St. 
Raphael Golf Classic on Sept. 30 
at Lakewood Country Club. As we 
continue to fulfill one of Fr. Bill’s 
last works in progress prior to his 
passing, the Golf Classic fundraising 
this year has brought its “A” Game 
(a golfing term—a golfer’s best 
game which is executed on a regu-
lar basis.). An anonymous spon-
sor stepped up to match donations/
sponsorships dollar-for-dollar up to 
$5,000. This amazing offer allowed 
every donation to double the impact. 
The match was met in just three 
days! This year’s Golf Classic Bake 
Sale brought in almost $1,500! All 
proceeds benefit the students of St. 
Raphael School. 

What’s Ahead
Oct. 19: Angels on the Run 
5K and kids’ runs—proceeds 
benefit the school!

Oct. 21: SRS K-8 Open 
House invites interested par-
ents to a presentation and tour 
of our campus.

Nov. 15: Adult Trivia Night 
invites current school and 
nursery school parents to a 
fun social event—winner has 
bragging rights for a year! 

For details about these events 
and more, visit our website at 
www.straphaelschoolmd.org. 
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Continued on page 7

L-R: Edith Galvin, Indah Oei, Aleta Phillips, Joyce Aubrey, Betty Gill, Louise 
Cox, Leela Nidhiry, Martha Verme, Sandy Cupples and Sharon Discavage

More St. Raphael News on Page 7
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Keep our calendar of events handy and become a 
member of St. Raphael’s Sodality (information below). 
St. Raphael’s Sodality invites all women of the parish 
to join us. Through our motto “To Jesus through Mary,” 
members are enriched with a deeper love and devotion 
for Mary, our Blessed Mother. Monthly meetings pro-
vide an opportunity for prayer, growth in holiness, and 
friendship. If you have questions about St. Raphael’s 
Sodality, please call Louise Cox at 240-731-1348.

Dues are $25 through October 31 and $30 after that 
date. Send your check payable to St. Raphael Church 
(note Sodality dues in the memo line) to Aleta Phillips, 
304 Winter Walk Drive, Gaithersburg, MD 20878. 

Sodality Calendar of Events
2019-2020

Community

  OPEN HOUSE    October 20, 2019    11 AM – 2 PM  

Opening Minds  |  Unlocking Talents  |  Building Leaders
2607 Military Road, NW, Chevy Chase, DC 20015       www.stjohnschs.org

Every Student, Every Day

2019
Winterfest & Craft Show

Resurrection Catholic Church Burtonsville

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6th  
3:00 pm–9:00 pm 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7th 
9:00 am–3:00 pm

Over 75 Crafters & Vendors

Homemade Goodies

Food & Dinner Specialties from the 
Knights of Columbus #9808 

Silent Auctions

Raffles

And Much More!

Resurrection Catholic Church Burtonsville
3315 Greencastle Road

Burtonsville, Maryland 20866
For more information visit www.resurrectionadw.org

HOLY MASS 
Con’t from page 4

Photo by Ashley Mendez

Another satisfied customer at Family 
Fun Night, the best back-to-school 
party in town! 

Wei-Sian Oei and Indah Oei enjoy Fr. Michael Salah’s pre-
sentation on the Holy Land

St. Raphael

Photo by MJ Zafis-Garcia / St. Raphael School

Student sellers and promoters at this year’s Golf Classic Bake Sale helped 
generate almost $1,500. 
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A Call to Virtue
By Pam Hurley

T he Holy Spirit is alive and active in the 
Holy Redeemer School community. At 
the end of the 2017-2018 academic 

year the teachers at Holy Redeemer read a 
professional development book about “Social-
Emotional-Learning” (SEL). Learning about 
the new trend in education was very excit-
ing. Our new school counselor, Mary Ellen 
Bombara, provided many opportunities for 
the teachers to learn how to implement SEL 
in the classroom. This approach helps the 
students to become aware of and check their 
behaviors. Simultaneously, the HR religion 
department noticed a growing need among 
their students who seemed to be facing, on a 
daily basis, adult situations in the media and 
their own community. The department desired 
to find a way to help children draw on their 
Catholic faith to cope with the ups and downs 
of everyday life. They introduced the Virtues 
in Practice program. SEL, fit well with the new 
virtue program they added to the curriculum. 
It was a great way to blend this new learning 
trend with our Catholic identity.

The Virtues in Practice program was devel-
oped by the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia 
Congregation in Nashville, Tennessee, and 
is offered at no cost to Catholic schools. It 
runs on a three –year cycle beginning with 
the Year of Faith, followed by the Year of 
Hope and ending with the Year of Charity. We 
are currently in our second year, the Year of 
Hope. Each month will focus on one virtue 
beginning with Hope in September, followed 
by Studiousness, Humility, Patience, Fidelity, 
Cheerfulness, Temperance, Obedience, and 
Diligence.

Through the Virtues in Practice program 
the students learn to grow in Christian virtue 

and see this practice as concrete expressions 
of their Catholic faith. They learn that virtue 
is not just something to know, but something 
to be lived. Students learn about a saint who 
exemplifies the month’s virtue and practice it 
through role-playing in the classroom. Each 
virtue is reinforced both in school and at home. 
Parents, as the primary educators of their 
children in the faith, are encouraged through 
Home Projects to talk about and model the 
virtue of the month with their children. 

According to Mary Harper and Pam Hurley 
from the school’s religious education depart-
ment, “We have begun to see some of the 
fruits of the Virtues in Practice program. We 
see older students bonding on a different 
level with their siblings, helping out in the 
classroom and at home without being asked, 
and a greater desire among the students to 
visit Jesus in the adoration chapel. We have 
also witnessed an increased enthusiasm and 
involvement in the Faith in Action Team, a 
student-led after school club.”

Combining Social Emotional Learning and 
the Virtues in Practice program has greatly 
enriched our school community and helped 
our students gain confidence and perspective 
in facing the ups and downs of their day to 
day life through the strength of their faith. 

Holy Redeemer

Holy Redeemer Parish 
9705 Summit Avenue Kensington, MD

Rev. Mark Hughes, Pastor 
301-942-2333

Holy Redeemer School 
Mrs. Colleen Ryan, Principal 

301-942-3701

Empowering leaders to serve with  
faith, intellect, and confidence. 

Stone Ridge School of the Sacred Heart is an all-girls, Catholic, independent 
school located in Bethesda, Maryland, with a co-educational Little Hearts 

program for children age three months through Kindergarten. 

WWW.STONERIDGESCHOOL.ORG

Excellence. Purpose.
HEART.

OPEN HOUSES 
Grades 9-12 • Sunday, October 20, 2019
Grades 1-4 • Tuesday, November 5, 2019

Preschool–Kindergarten • Wednesday, November 6, 2019
Grades 5-8 • Monday, November 11, 2019

Preschool–Grade 8 • Friday, January 10, 2020

Holy Redeemer Respect Life 
Committee in Action

H oly Redeemer parishioners have been 
participating in prayer vigils at the 
Carhart Abortion Clinic located inside 

the Wildwood Medical Center at 1040l Old 
Georgetown Rd, Bethesda.  There is a small 
and dedicated group that prays at the side-
walk every Monday year round.  They also 
attend the prayer vigils sponsored by Our 
Lady of Lourdes on the first Sunday of every 
month. More parishioners are welcome to 
support the Fall 40 Days for Life Campaign, 
September 25-November 3, by participat-
ing in the sidewalk prayer vigils, particu-
larly on Mondays, anytime from 11am-7pm.  
People can just show up or make a commit-
ment to be there by signing up at https://
www.40daysforlife.com/bethesda.

Other HR Campaign for Life activities 

include: 
• Spiritual Adoption of an Unborn Baby 

on October 6 after all masses. Started 
by Archbishop Fulton Sheen, people 
will have the opportunity to “spiritually 
adopt” a child who is newly conceived this 
month.  Parishioners are being asked to 
adopt these babies by picking up a prayer 
card after Mass, naming the baby and 
praying for the baby daily.  

• Also on October 6 Holy Redeemer will 
be participating in the “Witness for Life 
Mass” at St. Jane de Chantal at 12 noon 
followed by a prayer vigil at the Carhart 
Abortion Clinic.  

• On October 9 there will be a viewing of 
the movie “Unplanned” in the church 
basement.  Parishioners are welcome.

OPT

Holy Redeemer Welcomes New 
Middle School English Teacher

H oly Redeemer 
School is happy 
to have Margie 

Davin join its Middle 
School team. Margie 
holds undergraduate 
and graduate degrees 
in Communications 
from Northeastern 
University and 
American University 
respectively.  She has 
three years of editing 
and writing experience, 
has been a long term 
sub teaching Middle 
School Religion, and 
is excited to join the 
middle school team at 
Holy Redeemer as an English teacher 
for the sixth, seventh, and eighth grades.  
Margie and her husband have raised four 

children, all of whom attended Holy 
Redeemer School.  “It is an honor to give 
back to my community.”

Pictured at Peter Davin’s 2019 Graduation from Georgetown 
Prep are left to right: Margie Davin, Peter Davin ’15, Tom Davin, 
Maddie Davin ’11, Jack Davin ’14, and Tommy Davin ’09.
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Holy Redeemer parishioners standing up for life at the Carhart Abortion Clinic.
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and exceeding the archdiocesan average, 
SRS has consistently surpassed Blue Ribbon 
requirements.

“The award is a shared blessing among all 
of our families, students, teachers, and staff,” 
said teacher Jerry Nash, a 2019 recipient of 
the archdiocesan Golden Apple Award. “It 
is an affirmation of the leadership that Teri 
Dwyer brings as principal.”

“The Principal of the Year, the NCEA 
award, and our Golden Apples were all 
individual accolades,” said Dwyer, who was 
honored as the ADW’s Principal of the Year 
in 2018 and recognized among the coun-
try’s top educators by the National Catholic 
Educational Association in January. “But this 
recognition is for our team – students, par-
ents, staff, families, parishioners. We weave 
Christ into everything we do. This Blue 
Ribbon is like a gold medal validating a job 
well done!”

BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL 
Con’t from page 1
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