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What’s Ahead
Registration for St. Raphael School and 

St. Raphael Nursery School for 2020-21 is 
open. Visit the Admissions Page of our web-
site at www.straphaelschoolmd.org for more 
information.
• March 25-31: Online auction—open to 

all—to benefit the students of St. Raphael 
School

• March 28: SpringFest cornhole tourna-
ment and adult social

• April 24-25: “Frozen Jr.” middle-school 
musical

• April 29: Girls’ Night Out spring shop-
ping boutique—retail therapy, anyone?

For details about these events and more, 
visit our website at www.straphaelschoolmd.
org. 

The shortest month not short on excitement at SRS
By Tiffany Murphy 

T o kick off February, St. Raphael School 
welcomed wonderful parent presenters 
to inspire our students for Career Day. 

Presenters: Catherine Sanwo, chief finan-
cial officer for Friendship Public Charter 
School; Jim Beane, special agent for the FBI; 
Patrick Cheng, therapist, including pastoral 
counseling, at MedPsych Health Services; 
Meg Quickel, veterinarian at Quickel Relief 
Services; and Antonino Blandino, lead 

mechanical engineer at the National Oceanic 
and

Atmospheric Administration. While the 
older grades were sitting in on Career Day 
presentations, our kindergartners were treated 
to their own special visitor, Dr. Elizabeth 
O’Leary, general surgeon.

As February continued, our second-graders 
impressed visitors at their Black History 
Museum, where they portrayed remarkable 

Sodality Lenten Events
S t. Raphael’s Sodality prayer-

fully enters Lent with sev-
eral events to help us grow in 

holiness. On Fridays following 9am 
Mass during Lent, Sodalists will 
lead and pray the Stations of the 
Cross, Mary’s Way. We prayerfully 
walk Christ’s Passion, Crucifixion 
and death, and read his mother’s 
perspective as she walks with her 
Son.

On March 11th at 7:00 pm in the 
Parish Library, Fr. Tom Morrow 
will explain his Devotion to the 
Stations of the Cross. Fr. Morrow 
prays the Stations of the Cross 
every day before he offers Mass, 
YEAR ROUND. On March 12th 
Sodality will cook and serve din-
ner for residents of the Interfaith 

Works Women’s Center, and 
on March 17th Sodalists will 
join members of St. Raphael’s 
Adult Club for a Lenten 
retreat day at St. Anthony’s 
monastery in Ellicott City.

To participate in these 
events or if you have ques-
tions, please email Louise Cox 
at louisecox25@comcast.net. 
To join St. Raphael’s Sodality 
you may send a check for 
$30 payable to St. Raphael’s 
Church (note Sodality dues 
in the memo line) to Aleta 
Phillips, 304 Winter Walk Drive, 
Gaithersburg MD 20878.

Our motto is “To Jesus through 
Mary.”
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Following his talk there will be time for reflection and – for 
those who wish – 5:00 Mass in the church. Fr. Geib entered 
the Jesuits after his graduate studies in gerontology at Duke. 
He has worked with the Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) in Thai-
land, Malaysia, and Uganda. More recently he was the 
health care coordinator for the Maryland Province Jesuits, 
and Superior of the Colombiere Jesuit Community.  
 

Presented by St. Raphael Adult Faith Formation 
 

All are welcome. Free Will Offering. 
For more information: suzanne.nelson2@gmail.com 

Fr. Harry Geib is the new  rector 
of the Jesuit Community at 

Gonzaga High School in DC.  
He will speak about  

6 Spiritual Tasks of Aging,  
5 Spiritual Practices of Aging 

Well, and more…  

St. Raphael Parish Library 

1513 Dunster Road | Rockville, MD 20854 

St. Raphael Parish invites you 
to an Afternoon of Recollection 

with Fr. Harry Geib, SJ 
 
 

SPIRITUALITY AND AGING 
Saturday, March 21, 2020 

3:00 – 5:00 PM 
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St. Raphael’s Sodalists enjoyed 
their sixth annual formal tea. 
For this year’s “Irish Country 
Tea” we had a display of Irish 
items in Katie’s Shoppe, fes-
tive Irish decorations and 
music. After we feasted on 
tea sandwiches, scones, Irish 
soda bread, and desserts, 

we prayed the Holy 
Rosary. Each table 
played a game in 
which they answered 
questions about 
themselves, such as 
What do you remem-
ber about your First 
Communion or Who’s 
your favorite priest; 
why?
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Dr. Elizabeth 
O’Leary 
helps bud-
ding physi-
cians at St. 
Raphael 
School look 
the part 
on Career 
Day. Photo 
by Shawn 
O’Brien

Fans of Jackie Robinson listen to the baseball 
legend recite his speech at the annual Black 
History Museum put on by second grade. Photo 
by MJ Zafis-Garcia

Continued on page 31
Singer/songwriter/storyteller Daryl Cobb 
captures the attention of students during his 
presentation in honor of Read Across America. 
Photo by MJ Zafis-Garcia
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Jim Kuzma • Painting

301-608-0988

2326 Montgomery Street

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Member St. Jude’s Parishemail:zmapaint@aol.com

Joe Maier Billy Silk

Plumbing Repairs and Remodeling • Drain Cleaning

Water Heaters • Hot Water and Steam Heat

MASTER PLUMBING
& MECHANICAL INC.

Serving the parish community in Montgomery County since 1986

Senior citizen discount • Gas company financing
Licensed - Bonded - Insured  

in MD and DC #878CBN/MC

Members

301-650-9100

Community

Congratulations Mid-Atlantic Champions!
Mercy’s 12U CYO Boys Basketball team took first place in the CYO Mid-Atlantic 
championship!  It was an exciting final game, but Mercy came away with the 
hard-fought win. 

Our Lady of Mercy

The importance of praying par-
ticularly for these men cannot be 
overstated, because as seminarian 
Sam Huffer cautioned, “When you 
enter seminary, the devil puts a 
huge target on your back.” Prayer 
also helps spawn new vocations. 

Maris Moriarty of the Office of 
Priest Vocations at St. John Paul 
II Seminary said of the project, 
“This has had a tremendous impact 
on the growth of vocations in our 
Archdiocese”. So, this Lent, when 
you see the Vocations Tree in our 
church vestibule, take a card and 
pray through Lent and beyond. The 
benefits are endless!

BRANCHES 
Con’t from page 27
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dents to three dances, the Tango, 
Waltz and Swing,” explained Paul 
McRoberts. “The students learn 
challenging footwork, how to lead, 
and correct posture. We emphasize 
the importance of staying with the 
music and working as a team.” 

According to the McRobertses, 
ballroom dance provides many ben-
efits including mental, physical and 
social skills. The class provides 
a non-threatening environment for 
the students to learn a new skill 
together. This allows them to gain 
confidence in themselves, and in 
communicating with the opposite 
sex. They also feel part of a group 
and learn how to work together 
toward a common goal.

The course culminates in a final 
dance competition. Students dress 
up for the event and family mem-
bers are invited to attend. “The 
competition provides the students 

a goal to work toward through-
out the course. When the competi-
tion nears, students begin focusing 
even more, they are competitive 
and want to win. We always remind 
them to do their best and have fun,” 
said Paul McRoberts. The compe-
tition is two heats. Three or four 
dance couples are selected from 
each heat to dance in the finals. In 

the finals, a top three per grade are 
selected for each dance type and 
receive medals. 

“It’s fun for us to watch the stu-
dents succeed and to see their inter-
est in dance grow over the course 
of the program. They become more 
comfortable and confident,” said 
Diane McRoberts. 

DANCE 
Con’t from page 26

Students compete in annual ballroom dance competition
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men and women who worked to 
change the lives and attitudes of 
people around them. The students 
read biographies and wrote their 
own speeches, which they recited 
from memory for museum guests.

Read Across America encourages 
lifelong reading and celebrates Dr. 
Seuss’ birthday. On Feb. 26, singer, 
songwriter, and storyteller Daryl 
Cobb entertained and educated K-8 
students with a high-energy warm-
up to Read Across America, which 
followed March 2-6. His message: 
Join the adventure and read!

We wrapped up February with a 

visit from City of Rockville Mayor 
Bridget Donnell Newton. She 
spoke with fourth grade about what 
it’s like being mayor, the impor-
tance of local government, and the 
upcoming “If I Were Mayor” essay 
contest. SRS had a winner in the 
statewide competition in 2014 – we 
are hoping for a repeat! 

SRS 
Con’t from page 25

Financial Literacy Training at Mercy
S tudents in Leadership 7/8 partici-

pated in two workshops with Sparks 
Business Academy. Workshop 

1: Students enjoyed a crash course in 
stock market investing. They learned how 
to “buy the stock market” using a simple 
S&P 500 ETF.  Workshop 2: Students 
learned the fundamentals of managing 
money to build wealth.

At right, Mercy 7/8th leadership students 
learn about the stock market.
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al essay contest nationwide, and 
it is open to students in grades 
five through eight. The contest is 
designed to encourage the knowl-
edge and love of American history 
among our nation’s youth.  This 
year’s assigned topic was “The 
Voyage of the Mayflower” on 
the 400th anniversary of that 
event.  Students were challenged to 
imagine they were one of the pas-
sengers on the ship and knowing 
what materials were available in 
1620, what would they have packed 
to prepare for the journey and for 
their new life in the wilderness.

Two St. Jane de Chantal School students were honored by the Goshen Mills 
Chapter, National Society Daughters of the American Revolution at their 
February meeting.  Left to right: Chapter Regent Francie Whitlock, seventh-
grade winner Luke Matelis, St. Jane de Chantal English teacher Colleen Kish, 
eighth-grade winner Caitlin Brown, and American History Chairman Karma 
Beal.  Photo by Mary Russell

DAR 
Con’t from page 9
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