
6th Grade Summer Reading Assignments 

Students entering 6th grade in August will read a total of 3 books this summer.  Two books, A 
Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle and The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate, are 
required.  Students will then choose one book from the “Choice Books” list OR from the 
“Newbery Medal and Newbery Honor” list.  After reading, students will have a Storyboard to 
make and Book Report Questions to answer.  The Storyboard and Questions will be graded as a 
1st quarter reading test grade so make sure to complete all work and do your best!  

Required Reading 

 A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle  
o There will not be work to be done during the summer for A Wrinkle in Time, 

but there will be discussions, activities, quizzes, and a test in class about it the 
first few weeks of school.  It is recommended A Wrinkle in Time be read in 
August.   

 The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate 
 

Choice Books 

My Side of the Mountain (and the 2 books in the trilogy) by Jean Craighead George  

The Twenty-One Balloons by William Pene du Bois 

The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster and Susan Nanus  

Year of Impossible Goodbyes by Sook Nyul Choi 

Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli  

Theodore Boone series by John Grisham 

The Mysterious Benedict Society by Trenton Lee Stewart 

The Kite Rider by Geraldine McCaughrean 

Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell 

Holes by Louis Sachar 

The One and Only Bob by Katherine Applegate (sequel to The One and Only Ivan) 

 

 

 



Newbery Medal and Newbery Honor 
Crispin: The Cross of Lead by Avi 

The Summer of the Swans by Betsy Byars 

Jacob I Have Loved by Katherine Paterson 

The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin 

The Egypt Game by Zilpha Keatley Snyder 

The Inquisitor’s Tale: Or, The Three Magical Children and Their Holy Dog by Adam Gidwitz 

Dead End in Norvelt by Jack Gantos 

Turtle in Paradise by Jennifer L. Holm 

Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by Grace Lin 

Flora & Ulysses by Kate DiCamillo 

Savvy by Ingrid Law 

Hattie Big Sky by Kirby Larson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6th Grade Summer Reading Assignments 

Storyboard and Book Report Questions    

 For The One and Only Ivan, the student will create a Storyboard on letter or 
legal-sized paper based on a theme from the book.   

o The theme of a novel is defined as: a central idea in a piece of writing or 
a particular subject or issue that is discussed often or repeatedly. 

o Theme can be stated as one or two words that tell you what your book is 
about.   

o Examples of themes are: friendship, good vs. evil, family, honesty, 
perseverance, love, loss.   

Pick one theme and create a storyboard on letter or legal-sized paper with 
three sections to show the theme represented in a scene from the beginning of 
the novel, a scene from the middle of the novel, and a scene from the end of 
the novel.  Each section doesn’t have to be about the same character (or 
the main character), but it does have to represent your chosen theme.  You 
can draw each scene or cut out pictures to create the scene.  Underneath the 
pictures should be a caption telling how the theme is shown in the picture.  
Use the novel and the rubric to guide you.  (An example Storyboard is 
enclosed.) 

 For the “choice” or “Newbery” book, answer the Book Report Questions 
making sure to follow all directions and answer all parts of each question.  A 
rubric is attached.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SRS Middle School Book Report Questions 

Directions: Please type all of your answers separately as you would on a test. You 
should answer each question with complete sentences and be sure to follow the 
directions for each question. You can either save this document and edit with your 
answers, or you can create a new Word document with your answers. Please reach 
out to Mrs. Long, Mrs. Chesterton, or Mrs. Bosnick with questions. 

Please use Times New Roman 12 point font and double space your answers. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Your name: 

Grade: 

Book title and author: 

1. Why do you think the author chose this particular title for the book? Is it 
significant? What does it mean? 

2. BRIEF plot summary: What is the book about? Summarize the plot of the book 
in 8-10 complete sentences. 

3. Favorite scene: Describe with details the setting of your favorite scene in the 
book. Be sure to include where and when this scene is taking place. Write 5-7 
complete sentences. 

4. Interesting Character: Pick the character you think is the most interesting. What 
attributes (characteristics) does this character possess that make the character 
especially interesting to you? Name at least three traits and give specific examples 
from the story of the character displaying each trait. Write 8-10 complete 
sentences. 

5. Conflict and Resolution: Describe the major problem in the story which the 
protagonist (main character) must overcome and describe how the problem was 
solved. Be specific. Write 5-7 complete sentences. 

6. What is one thing you would change about the story? 

7. Would you recommend this book? Why or why not? 



Book Report Questions Rubric 

____/10 – Summary: 8-10 clear sentences are written that summarize the book 

____/10 – Favorite Scene: 5-7 sentences are written that describe your favorite 
scene 

____/10 – Interesting character: 8-10 sentences are written to describe the character. 
Evidence from the book is used to support the answer. 

____/10 – Conflict and Resolution: 5-7 sentences are written to identify the conflict 
and resolution. 

____/10 – Overall: Book title and author are identified. Student followed directions 
and answered each questions. Students used complete sentences. Answers are clear 
and to the point. Answers are typed. 

TOTAL: _____/50 

 

Rubric for Theme Storyboard (see enclosed example)  

____/1 Theme is stated 

____/3 Storyboard has three sections representing the beginning, middle, and end of 
the novel.  

____/6 Three pictures from beginning, middle, end of novel representing the theme 

____/6 Each picture has a caption (complete sentences) underneath describing how 
the theme is shown in that picture.   

____/3 Neat and colorful  

____/3 Correct grammar, capitalization, punctuation 

____/22 TOTAL 

 

There are many, many other GREAT books that can be read and enjoyed over the 
summer – don’t limit yourself to what is on these lists!  Have an amazing summer 
and happy reading! 




