
Summer Reading for Rising 8th Graders - 2020 
Books & Assignments 

 

Books 

As a rising 8th grade student at SRS, you will read three books this summer.  Two books are 
required, and one is a free choice book.  The two required books are:  

Johnny Tremain, by Esther Forbes 

The Outsiders, by S.E. Hinton 

PLEASE NOTE: at the beginning of next year in the first quarter, we will have 
discussion, activities, quizzes, and a test based on The Outsiders.  I strongly encourage 
you to read The Outsiders in August, so that the story is relatively fresh in your 
mind when school starts. 

Students will need to also read a “Free choice” book—choose from the enclosed list of 
suggested books.   

All books are available in your public library and on Amazon and Barnes and Noble.   

Reading Assignments 

ALL reading assignments are due on the first day of school (late submissions will lose 
points).  I will combine these assignments as a test grade in Reading for the first quarter.  

Assignment 1: Johnny Tremain  

For Johnny Tremain, the student will create a Storyboard based on a theme from the book.  See 
enclosed instructions and rubric.   

Assignment 2: Choice book 

For your choice book, you will need to complete the Book Report Questions.  See enclosed 
instructions and rubric 

Assignment 3: Read The Outsiders 

You will NOT be required to complete a project for The Outsiders.  However, we will start the 
school year with this book.  You should be ready on the first day to discuss this book, to 
complete quizzes related to the book, and to take an end of book test.   

 



Free Choice Books for Rising 8th Graders 
CHOOSE ONE BOOK FROM THIS LIST AND COMPLETE BOOK REPORT 

QUESTIONS AS YOU READ 

Fiction 

The Boy Who Dared, Susan Campbell Bartoletti 

The Foundation Series, by Isaac Asimov (students can read one in this science fiction series) 

The Hound of the Baskervilles, Arthur Conan Doyle 

Etiquette and Espionage, Gail Carringer 

Kira Kira, Cynthia Kadohata 

Stormbreaker, Anthony Horowitz 

Ender’s Game, by Orson Scott Wells 

Little Women, Louisa May Alcott 

Codetalker: A Novel, Joseph Bruchac 

Murder on the Orient Express, Agatha Christie 

Call of the Wild, Jack London 

Ungifted, Gordon Korman 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, Mark Twain 

Watership Down, Richard Adams 

Crispin: The Cross of Lead, Avi 

Non-Fiction 

The Long Walk, Slavomir Rawicz 

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer, James Swanson 

The Great Fire, Jim Murphy 

The Nazi Hunters, Neal Bascomb 

Spies!: Women in the Civil War, Penny Colman 

All About Sleep: From A to ZZZZ, Elaine Scott 

 

 

 



Assignment 1 – Johnny Tremain  

For Johnny Tremain please make a storyboard.  This can be done online or on a sheet of 
computer paper.  It does not need to be a poster.  The storyboard should identify the theme of the 
novel.   

 The theme of a novel is defined as: a central idea in a piece of writing or a particular 
subject or issue that is discussed often or repeatedly. 

 Theme can be stated as one or two words that tell you what your book is about. 
 Examples of themes are: friendship, good vs. evil, family, honesty, perseverance, love, 

loss. 

Pick one theme and create a storyboard with three sections to show the theme from the beginning 
of the novel, the middle, and the end. Each section doesn’t have to be about the same character 
(or the main character), but it does have to represent your chosen theme. Use the novel and the 
rubric to guide you. (An example Storyboard is enclosed.) 

Rubric for Theme Storyboard (see enclosed example) 

____/1 Theme is stated 

____/3 Three sections 

____/6 Three pictures representing theme from beginning, middle, end 

____/6 Each picture has a caption (complete sentences) describing the picture 

____/3 Neat and colorful 

____/3 Correct grammar, capitalization, punctuation 

____/22 TOTAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assignment 2 – Choice Book  

SRS Middle School Book Report Questions 

Directions:  Please type all of your answers separately as you would on a test.  You should 
answer each question with complete sentences and be sure to follow the directions for each 
question. You can either save this document and edit with your answers, or you can create a new 
MS Word document with your answers. Please reach out to Mrs. Long or Mrs. Chesterton with 
questions. 
Please use Times New Roman 12-point font and double space your answers.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Your name:                                                                           Grade:  

Book title and author:  

1. Why do you think the author chose this particular title for the book?  Is it significant?  

What does it mean?  

2. BRIEF plot summary:  What is the book about? Summarize the plot of the book in 

8-10 complete sentences.  

3. Favorite scene: Describe with details the setting of your favorite scene in the book.  

Be sure to include where and when this scene is taking place.  Write 5-7 complete 

sentences.  

4. Interesting Character: Pick the character you think is the most interesting.  What 

attributes (characteristics) does this character possess that make the character 

specially interesting to you?  Name at least three traits and give specific examples 

from the story of the character displaying each trait.  Write 8-10 complete sentences.   

5. Conflict and Resolution: Describe the major problem in the story which the 

protagonist (main character) must overcome and describe how the problem was 

solved.  Be specific.  Write 5-7 complete sentences.   

6. What is one thing you would change about the story? 

7. Would you recommend this book?  Why or why not?  



Book Report Questions Rubric: 

____/10 – Summary: 8-10 clear sentences are written that summarize the book  

____/10 – Favorite Scene:  5-7 sentences are written that describe your favorite scene  

____/10 – Interesting character: 8-10 sentences are written to describe the character. Evidence 

from the book is used to support the answer. 

____/10 – Conflict and Resolution: 5-7 sentences are written to identify the conflict and 

resolution.  

____/10 – Overall: Book title and author are identified. Student followed directions and 

answered each question. Students used complete sentences.  Answers are clear and to the point.  

Answers are typed.   

 

 




