
 
Catholic Schools Week 2020 

 

Mary and Her Angels 
 

 This year’s Catholic Schools Week decorations call us to reflect on the Blessed 
Mother and her love for us. Her virtues and the facets of her character are there for us 
to imitate. Mother Mary was like a diamond in the rough when she walked this life on 
earth….a poor peasant girl living in violent times and living side by side with Jesus and 
Joseph, she reflected God’s love and grace through her tenderness and sweet nature.  
Her story is sometimes hidden and easily forgotten in light of what Jesus did for us. Our 
Catholic faith helps us to remember that her “yes” brought us our Savior, and she is still 
acting today from Heaven to bring the love and mercy, His graces, and all his blessings 
to our lives and the lives of our loved ones.   
 In drawing close to Her, even just a glance in her direction or a simple whispered 
prayer, she draws closer to us and chases away the evil one. The Catholic Church has 
many titles for her—Mediatrix of All Graces, Advocate, Helper, and Benefactress, to 
name a few. She is our Mother from Heaven, and like all good mothers, she loves us 
deeply and wants to help us in our everyday life and struggles. St. Bernard wrote, 
“While she holds your hand, you cannot fall.”  So as you walk the halls this week and go 
about your daily routines, call to her, slow down and look up, reflect, and seek a 
Heavenly perspective. There are little visuals to help you remember the pieces of our 
faith that are there for the purpose of reminding us how much God loves us. Mary and 
her Angels are always ready to help. The list below are the visuals to look for in our 
hallways of the school. Have fun—make it a treasure hunt with your kids, and don't 
forget to hold her hand…She will lead you to her Son. 
 
Hallway visuals and what they represent: 

• The 10 candles that surround Mary represent her 10 virtues 

• The lanterns represent the graces she sends our way when we ask (don’t forget to ask 
for them) 

• the little clear balls contain feathers representing our guardian angels that guide us  

• the garlands have glitter and little sparkles to represent Mary’s presence on the 
branches of the vine, in what Jesus taught us in “I am the vine, you are the branches” 

• the diamond garland around Mary’s feet represent her nature—facets of a diamond 
like the facets to her character 

• the three candles represent the Trinity overlooking it all 

• the roses in the the little trees are part of her symbolism…some people have claimed 
to smell roses when they pray to her 

• White rosaries are woven into the garlands, reminding us of her recommended prayer 

• the color white is to represent her purity 

• the angels coming out of the CSW logo represent the legion of angels Mary releases 
for us when we open the doors to our hearts 

 
Have a happy, joy-filled Catholic Schools Week, and God bless all of St. Raphael’s  


