
Summer Reading Assignment for Rising 5th Graders 

Students entering the 5th grade have an exciting summer ahead! In your summer 
reading, you'll join the Penderwicks on their family vacation and follow them as they find 
themselves in all kinds of adventurous situations. You will also choose another book 
from the enclosed reading list and complete a simple book report form on it.  

Summer reading is required and I do grade it, so be sure to finish all of the work and do 
it carefully and neatly. The summer project counts as the first test grade of the first 
quarter next year. 

Your required book is The Penderwicks by Jeanne Birdsall. Each year, boys and girls alike 
tell me how much they really like this book. It is the first in a series of four books, so 
make sure you get the right one. The full title that appears on the cover is The 
Penderwicks: A Summer Tale of Four Sisters, Two Rabbits, and a Very Interesting Boy. 
When you finish the novel, you will create a paper bag book report. Here is what you 
do: 

 Get a paper bag and decorate the outside with the title of the book, the 
author’s name, and your name. You need to include drawings or printed 
pictures that relate to the story. Decorate the whole outside of your bag and 
make it interesting looking and fun.  

 Gather ten items that represent significant characters or events in the story 
and place them in your bag. These items can come from outside, around the 
house, or from a local store. PLEASE do not spend a lot of money to complete 
this project. You can make some of your items out of craft supplies or even 
draw/print pictures of one or two things. 

 On an index card for each item in the bag, include the name of the item and 
write at least two clear and complete sentences that tell me: 1) who or what 
the item represents, and 2) why you chose that item for that person or event. 

 
For your second novel, choose a book that you have not read from the attached list. 
When you finish reading, complete the four-page book report form that is included. 
Make sure you complete all four pages. 
 
I really hope that you enjoy these books and I look forward to seeing you when we all 
return to school. Have a great summer! 

These definitions will help you complete your book report form.  
 
Plot – plot is the sequence/series or events in a story. The plot is all the action that takes place 
in a story. 
 
Climax – the climax is the major turning point in the story. It is a moment of high action and/or 
emotion. Much of the first part of a story builds to the climax. After the climax, the story starts 
to run down to its finish. 

 



Additional Summer Reading List 

Choose one of the novels below that you have not read before and complete the 

attached book report form on it. 

The One and Only Ivan    

by Katherine Applegate 

 

A Year Down Yonder 

by Richard Peck  

 

Missing May  

by Cynthia Rylant  

 

Dear Mr. Henshaw  

by Beverly Cleary 

 

Shiloh  

by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 

 

The Stonekeeper (a graphic novel) 

by Kazu Kibuishi 

 

Sign of the Beaver  

by Elizabeth George Speare  

 

The Twenty-One Balloons  

by William Pene du Bois 

 

Little House on the Prarie  

by Laura Ingalls Wilder 

 

Rules  

by Cynthia Lord 

 

Inside Out and Back Again 

by Thanhà Lai 

  



My Book Report 

 
 

Name: _________________________________________  Date: ____________________________ 

 

Book Title: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Author: ________________________________________ Copyright Date: __________________________ 

 

 

 

My rating:  

 

 

 

List and define four words you did not know before reading this book: 

 

1) _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2) _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3) _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4) _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Setting—When and where does the story take place? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Who are the main characters? Describe each one with a sentence or two. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



How did you feel about some of these main characters?  Say why you felt that way. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Give a summary of the plot of the book. Include events from the beginning, middle, and end of the story. Limit your 

summary to the space provided below. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What was the climax of the story? 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

What was your favorite part of the story? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Filling up most of the space below, draw your favorite part of the story. Don’t worry if you are not an artist; do your 

best. Stick figures aren’t bad, just make them do something creative or interesting. Use colored pencils or crayons to 

add a little color.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are some lessons characters learn in the story? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



Would you recommend this book to another student? (Circle one)  YES   NO 

 

Explain why you would or would not recommend it. 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  


