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St. Raphael School celebrates Black History Month, CSW and more 
By Gabriela Herrera Gugiu

L onnie Bunch, founding direc-
tor of the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of African 

American History and Culture, said, 
“There is no more powerful force 
than a people steeped in their his-
tory” and “no higher cause than 
honoring our struggle and ancestors 
by remembering.”

At St. Raphael, teaching and cel-
ebrating Black history is an annual 
occurrence. Every February, the sec-
ond-grade classroom is turned into 
a living museum honoring African 
American history and culture. This 
year, students were instructed to 
research and study American influ-
encers and contributors in 
Black history and create an 
“exhibit” that was filmed 
and showcased through 
video. Examples of this 
year’s prominent figures 
included Raye Montague, a 
naval engineer who created 
the first computer-generated 
U.S. naval ship, and Rosa 
Parks, an American activist 
in the civil rights movement 
best known for her pivotal 
role in the Montgomery bus 
boycott. This event allows our 
young minds to learn about the 
people and events that shaped 
our country’s past and drove posi-
tive changes in our society.

Another one of St. Raphael’s rich 
traditions is Family Fun Night — 

a simple, lighthearted event that 
encourages families to have some 
good old-fashioned fun. This year 
was no exception with the launch 
of the inaugural St. Raphael Iron 

Chef competition. Families received 
a secret ingredients kit and dashed to 
work in their kitchens to compete for 
the school’s best pretzel. The result 
was a new, creative activity to come 
together as a community while stay-
ing at home.  

“We wanted to create an event 
that would bring families together 
and off electronic devices,” said 
Sabrina Colaianni, HSA president. 

“At the end of the day, Family Fun 
Night has always been about priori-
tizing our families.”

Looking ahead, the school’s 
spring events are also shaping up 
to build community, promoting out-
door and out-of-the box fun with 
more experiential auction items for 
bid this year. For more information 
of our annual fundraiser, SpringFest, 

St. Raphael

This summer, St. John’s College High School has 
something for every athlete! SJC offers a wide variety of  
summer sports camps for both boys and girls, including:

Baseball Lacrosse Tennis
Basketball Performance 

Training
Track and Field

Field Hockey Volleyball
Football Soccer Wrestling

For more information, please visit us online at
www.stjohnschs.org/summercamps

ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL 
2607 Military Road, NW, Chevy Chase, DC 20015 

202-363-2316 / stjohnschs.org
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Above: Seventh-grade teacher John Henderson is surrounded by his “Mini Me” copy-
cats during Catholic Schools Week at St. Raphael School. Photo by Melissa Kelly
At left: Second-grade student Emma Gugiu portrays naval engineer Raye Montague 
for the St. Raphael School Black History Museum. Photo by MJ Zafis-Garcia

Baseball legend Jackie Robinson, por-
trayed by second-grade student Davey 
Quickel, was one of the luminaries 
included in this year’s SRS Black 
History Museum. Photo by MJ Zafis-
Garcia
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Jim Kuzma • Painting

301-608-0988

2326 Montgomery Street

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Member St. Jude’s Parishemail:zmapaint@aol.com

Joe Maier Billy Silk

Plumbing Repairs and Remodeling • Drain Cleaning

Water Heaters • Hot Water and Steam Heat

MASTER PLUMBING
& MECHANICAL INC.

Serving the parish community in Montgomery County since 1986
Senior citizen discount • Gas company financing

Licensed - Bonded - Insured  
in MD and DC #878CBN/MC

Members

301-650-9100

visit straphaelschoolmd.org

Catholic Schools Week 
Highlights

Schools throughout the 
Archdiocese of Washington planned 
creative ways to celebrate Catholic 
Schools Week, and St. Raphael was 

no different. Our week included fun 
themes for dressing up, including a 
new one that was a huge hit – “Be an 
SRS Teacher Mini Me,” where stu-
dents showed appreciation through 
imitation as they dressed as faculty 
members. View highlights from the 
week, as well as a video celebrat-
ing all St. Raphael has been able to 
accomplish during this unprecedent-
ed year, on our Facebook Page at 
www.facebook.com/SRSrockville.

ST RAPHAEL 
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Redeemer and how he is a model 
for lay support of priestly vocations.  

One easy way to support voca-
tions is by selecting from our online 
Vocations Tree an ADW seminarian 
to pray for (https://saintjohnneu-
mann.org/vocations-tree). You 
can bless them with daily prayers 
throughout Lent - and beyond! 

On Wednesday, March 24th, 
Fr. Stefan will be giving a talk 
entitled “St. Joseph: The Shadow 
of the Father” at 6:30 pm. Fr. 
Stefan has been reading books by 
Jan Dobraczyński and Fr. Donald 
H. Calloway, as well as the Holy 
Father’s letter, PATRIS CORDE. 

As the parish continues cultivat-

ing a friendship with St. Joseph 
after March, we can consecrate our-
selves to St. Joseph. On March 30th, 
St. John Neumann’s will begin a 
33-day preparation for the May 1st 
Feast of St. Joseph the Worker. We 
will follow Fr. Donald Calloway’s 
book, Consecration to St. Joseph: 
The Wonders of Our Spiritual 
Father, which will be available after 
all Sunday Masses on March 20th - 
21st for a nominal donation of $5. 
There will be small group oppor-
tunities! 

St. Joseph is your spiritual father 
whether you have a devotion to 
him or you feel as though you 
hardly know him. He wants to bring 
you closer to Jesus; like a good 
father, he wants to lead you home 
to heaven. 

St. Joseph, pray for us! 

ST JOSEPH 
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40daysforlife.com/bethesda 

Vigil Location 
     Outside LeRoy Carhart’s 
         ate ter  a ortio  i i  
           i d ood edi a  Ce ter                   

10401 Old Georgetown Rd 
      Join us, bring a friend  
           7am to 7pm daily

First Penance
The children on the path of preparation for their First Penance gathered with family to receive the sacra-

ment. Children focused on the Parables of the Good Shepherd and The Prodigal Son. The children prepared 
a dramatic presentation of The Prodigal Son during the reading of the Gospel. They created candles to burn 
brightly on the altar once their sins had been forgiven.

The day provided a memorable focus on the forgiveness of God.

St. Mary - Barnesville
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Montgomery County Opens Summer 
Camps Registration 
M ontgomery County 

Recreation (MCR) and 
Montgomery Parks 

are hosting safe, fun and excit-
ing camps that promote chil-
dren’s active and healthy lifestyles 
this summer. Camp registration 
begins on Monday, March 15 via 
ActiveMONTGOMERY.org, the 
registration and facility reserva-
tion system shared by Montgomery 
Parks, Montgomery County 

Recreation and Community Use of 
Public Facilities.

Summer camp programming may 
look a little differently as County 
programs follow local, state and 
federal guidelines to decrease the 
spread of COVID-19. County 
restrictions will likely include out-
door programming, smaller group 
sizes, health questionnaire, COVID-
19 waivers, sanitizing and more.  

MCR camps offer a broad range 

of summer programs located 
throughout the County. Campers 
will spend most their time outdoors 
with an emphasis on safety and fun. 
There will be a limited number of 
virtual offerings.

“Our staff has worked so hard to 
support the County’s COVID-19 
emergency response and it is great 
to begin reopening our facilities 
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